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he did not intend to have any similar mistake made in 1914;
Russia and France should wait for Germany to take the
initiative and thereby incur the odium of responsibility.9
Events were to prove his shrewdness, for Bethmann soon
made the formal mistake of declaring war, which Ollivier
had made in 1870. Therefore, for the present, while diplo-
matic negotiations were still pending, Russia should con-
- ceal as far as possible "the precautionary and defensive
measures which she considered it necessary to adopt."
If President Poincare had expressed himself with his
usual vigor and clarity — if he had said unmistakably to
Russia: "Do not order general mobilization for the present
while diplomatic negotiations are going on"— if he had even
spoken as vigorously as Bethmann was speaking to Vienna
— there is a possibility that war might still have been
avoided. Russian general mobilization had not yet been
ordered. Viviani's telegram reached Paleologue toward
noon on July 30 before Sazonov went out to Pctorhof to
secure the Tsar's renewed assent to general mobilization.
If Poincare had given a vigorous warning, and if Paleo-
logue had repeated it to Sazonov, there was still time for the
Russian Minister to secure the further postponement of
Russian general mobilization until the "Halt in Belgrade"
proposal or some other form of mediation might have kept
the Powers back from the abyss.
But Poincare was by now more concerned in securing
England's aid and in taking military precautions in France,
than in holding back Russia, "It would be extremely de-
sirable that England also, without losing time, should join
France and Russia, for only in this way can she prevent a
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